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Figures 1-6. Bianor kovaczi Logunov 2001, specimens from Ivory Coast (1-3) and Botswana (4-5). 1, 4 
male general appearance, dorsal view 2, 5 ditto, lateral view 3, 6 female general appearance, dorsal view. 
(scale bars: 1 mm).

quite common in the Harmochireae (e.g., in B. angulosus or Modunda staintoni, see 
Logunov 2001), but remains more or less constant in all the males I have examined. 
Unfortunately, females of all African Bianor species cannot be reliably diagnosed by 
their copulatory organs; males are always required to identify a species.
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Bianor paulyi sp. n. 
urn:lsid:zoobank.org:act:A2E4ECA2-5B2A-4B41-9887-85343391F084
Figs 7-14

Type material. Holotype. ♂ (MRAC, 225.263; Figs 7, 10-12) from Madagascar, 
Tamatave, Foulpointe, grassy vegetation near sea water, 10.1994, AP. 

Paratypes. MADAGASCAR: 2♂5♀ (MRAC, 225.263; Figs 8-9, 13-14), together 
with the holotype; 1♂2♀ (MRAC, 201.744, 206.734), same locality, Tamatave pris-
on, on sand and masonry walls, 09-11.1994, AP; 1♂ (MRAC, 174.492), Ambaton-
drazaka, Riviere, yellow trap, 21.04.1992, AP. – FEDERAL ISLAMIC REPUBLIC 
OF THE COMOROS: 1♂ (MRAC, 213.140), Mohéli, lac Boundouni, sweeping, 
22.05.2003, R. Jocqué & D. den Spiegel.

Other material examined. MADAGASCAR: 1♀ (MRAC, 174.507), Alaotra, 
reed marsh, yellow trap, 23.04.1992, AP; 1♀ (MRAC, 205.996), same locality, in 
swamp, yellow trap, 23.04.1992, AP; 2♀ (MRAC, 177.975), Madagascar, Lagune 
Onibe, boggy vegetation, 9.05.1993, AP; 1♀ (MRAC, 174.554), same locality, Cy-
peraceae marsh, yellow trap, 22.04.1992, AP.

Diagnosis. Th   is species is most similar to B. kovaczi (see fi gs 13-20 in Wesołowska 
and Tomasiewicz 2008; Figs 1-6), reported from several African countries (see above), 
but can be reliably distinguished from it by the cheliceral dentition in males: i.e., the 
promarginal tooth being rather large and bicuspid (Fig. 12). Th e conformation of the 
epigyne and spermathecae in both species (cf. Figs 13-14 and fi gs 17-20 in Wesołowska 
and Tomasiewicz 2008), as well in many others (e.g. B. albobimaculatus, B. maculatus; 
see Logunov 2001), is almost indistinguishable.

Etymology. Th e species is named after Dr A Pauly, the collector of the type series 
and of many other salticid species from Madagascar.

Distribution. NE region of Madagascar (several localities) and the Comoros.
Description. Male (the holotype). Measurements. Carapace 2.10 long, 1.88 wide, 

1.15 high at PLE. Ocular area 1.33 long, 1.35 wide anteriorly and 1.75 wide pos-
teriorly. Diameter of AME 0.50. Abdomen 2.15 long, 1.63 wide. Cheliceral length 
1.13. Clypeal height 0.15. Length of leg segments: leg I- 1.85+1.20+1.40+0.98+0.65; 
leg II- 1.00+0.70+0.63+0.58+0.41; leg III- 1.15+0.53+0.60+0.70+0.39; leg IV- 
1.15+0.60+0.73+0.80+0.43. Leg spination. Leg I: Fm d 0-0-1-2ap; Tb v 2-2-2; Mt v 
2-2ap. Leg II: Fm d 0-0-1-2ap; Tb pr 0-1, v 1-1; Mt v 2-2ap. Leg III: Fm d 3ap; Tb 
pr and rt 1-1, v 1-1ap; Mt pr and rt 2ap, v 1ap. Leg IV: Fm d 0-0-1-2ap; Tb rt 0-1; 
Mt pr 1ap, rt 2ap. Colouration. Carapace russet, punctured-reticulate, sparsely cov-
ered with white scales (Fig. 7); clypeus and ‘cheeks’ russet, ‘naked’ (with sparse black 
hairs). Sternum yellowish brown, covered with white protruding hairs. Labium, maxil-
lae and chelicerae russet. Abdomen (Fig. 7): dorsum brown, with pairs of white spots 
and without scutum; sides and venter yellowish grey. Book-lung covers and spinnerets 
yellow, tinged with grey. Legs I stronger and longer than others, russet, Tb, Mt and Tr 
covered with protruding light hairs. Legs II-IV yellowish brownish, with all tarsi con-
trastingly yellow. Palps yellowish-brownish; palpal structure as in Figs 10-11.

http://zoobank.org/?lsid=urn:lsid:zoobank.org:act:A2E4ECA2-5B2A-4B41-9887-85343391F084
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Figures 7-9. Bianor paulyi sp. n., male holotype (7) and female paratype (8-9). 7 male general appear-
ance, dorsal view 8 female general appearance, dorsal view 9 ditto, lateral view. (scale bars: 1 mm).

Figures 10-14. Bianor paulyi sp. n., male holotype (10-12) and female paratype (13-14). 10 left male 
palp, ventral view 11 ditto, retro-lateral view 12 left male chelicera, ventral view 13 epigyne, ventral view 
14 spermathecae, dorsal view. (scale bars: 0.1 mm).
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Female (the paratype, sample 225.263). Measurements. Carapace 1.83 long, 1.60 
wide, 0.90 high at PLE. Ocular area 1.05 long, 1.23 wide anteriorly and 1.53 wide 
posteriorly. Diameter of AME 0.43. Abdomen 3.03 long, 2.13 wide. Cheliceral length 
0.63. Clypeal height 0.10. Length of leg segments: leg I- 1.08+0.68+0.71+0.58+0.41; 
leg II- 0.83+0.53+0.48+0.50+0.38; leg III- 1.05+0.48+0.50+0.58+0.35; leg IV- 
1.10+0.53+0.65+0.73+0.40. Leg spination. Leg I: Fm d 0-0-1-1ap; Tb v 2-2-2; Mt v 
2-2ap. Leg II: Tb pr 0-1, v 1-1; Mt v 2-2ap. Leg III: Fm d 1ap; Tb pr and rt 0-1, v 1ap; 
Mt pr and rt 2ap, v 1ap. Leg IV: Mt pr and rt 1ap. Colouration as in the male (Figs 
8-9), but diff ers as follows: carapace much more densely covered with white adpressed 
scales; clypeus and chelicerae anteriorly covered with white hairs and scales; dorsum 
with poorly marked or no pattern of white spots; palps entirely yellow. Epigyne and 
spermathecae as in Figs 13-14.

Harmochirus Simon, 1885

Th e genus Harmochirus accommodates six valid species (Table 1) plus three spe-
cies names of uncertain taxonomic status (Table 2). Th e genus is largely restricted 
to the Oriental Region, with a few species (e.g. H. insulanus and H. zabkai) also 
known from southern areas of the Palaearctic Region and one (H. luculentus) from 
the Ethiopian Region. 

Harmochirus luculentus Simon, 1886

Identifi cation. Logunov (2001: fi gs 206-246); Wesołowska and van Harten (2007: 
fi gs 68-75, pl. 11-12).

Material. IVORY COAST: 2♂1♀ (BMNH), Bouaké, West African Rice De-
velopment Association, upland rice fi eld (pitfall traps), 6.09.1994, ARS. – NIGE-
RIA: 1♂3♀ (BMNH), Ibadan, International Institute of Tropical Agriculture, forest 
stream, swept grassland, 6.07-17.08.1974, ARS. – BOTSWANA: 1♂1♀ (BMNH), 
nr. Maun, Maphaneng Pan, tall grass in riverine woodland, 5.12.1976, ARS; 1♂ 
(BMNH), same locality, grazed Setaria grassland, 22.08.1978, ARS; 1♀ (BMNH), 
nr. Maun, Island Safari Lodge, riverine woodland, 21.09.1975, ARS; 1♂ (BMNH), 
Maun, R. Th amalakane, grassland, 1.02.1977, ARS; 1♀ (BMNH), same local-
ity and habitat, 3.03.1976, ARS; 4♀ (BMNH), same locality, grazed Setaria grass-
land, 24.07.1977, ARS; 1♀ (BMNH), same locality, on fi g tree, riverine woodland, 
03.1976, ARS; 1♂ (BMNH), nr. Maun, Maphaneng Pan, in short grassland (hand 
collecting), 24.02.1976, ARS; 1♀ (BMNH), same locality, grass tufts in riverine 
woodland, 26.03.1976, ARS; 1♀ (BMNH), nr. Maun, Okavango, Mankunyane la-
goon, grassland (sweeping), 8.01.1977, ARS; 2♂ (BMNH), Okavango, Shaile Camp, 
in riverine woodland, 28.03.1976, ARS; 1♀ (BMNH), Okavango, Moremi G.R., 
Mboma lagoon, in Hyparrhenia grassland, 13.08.1977, ARS; 1♀ (BMNH), same lo-
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cality, swept fl oodplain grassland, 14.01.1976, ARS; 1♂3♀ (BMNH), Okavango, R. 
Shashe, in fl oodplain grassland (hand collecting), 31.08.1975, ARS; 1♂1♀ (BMNH), 
Maun, Okavango, in garden (house 36), 5.06.1976, ARS; 1♀ (BMNH), Okavango, 
Moremi Reserve, swept tall grassland by lagoon, 19.05.1976, ARS. – SOUTH AF-
RICA: 2♀ (BMNH), Cape Peninsula, Buff els Bay, in sand dunes (hand collecting), 
12.08.1978, ARS.

Comments. Th is is a common African species, distributed from South Africa (Logu-
nov 2001, present data) to the Arabian Peninsula (Wesołowska and van Harten 2007).

Microbianor Logunov, 2000

Th is is a small, recently described genus with fi ve valid species (Table 1). Originally, the 
genus was considered endemic to the Seychelles (Logunov 2000), but after the discov-
ery of M. saaristoi in Réunion (Ledoux 2007) it became clear that the genus was more 
widespread. Th e fi ndings of two new Microbianor species from Madagascar support 
this conclusion. It is interesting to note that after the original description of Microbi-
anor (Logunov 2000) all new discoveries of its species have been made in the islands 
of the Indian Ocean rather than continental Africa. Furthermore, both new Malagasy 
species came from the NE shore of Madagascar. Th us, it is reasonable to assume that 
the distribution of Microbianor may refl ect the Asian faunal affi  nities of Madagascar, 
which have been reported for a number of animal groups including scorpions and spi-
ders (e.g., Legendre 1972; Lourenço 2003; Griswold 2003). If so, more new species of 
Microbianor might also be found in Sri Lanka and India.

Microbianor deltshevi sp. n.
urn:lsid:zoobank.org:act:E288919E-AAEB-4237-BFC4-E9900F426B6C
Figs 15-23

Type material. Holotype. ♂ (MRAC, 200.164; Figs 15-17) from Madagascar, Foul-
pointe, lagoon forest, yellow trap, 10.1993, AP.

Paratypes. MADAGASCAR: 12♂4♀1juv (MRAC, 200.164; Figs 18-23), to-
gether with the holotype; 2♂1♀ (MRAC, 177.809), same locality, 11.1993, AP; 
1♀ (MRAC, 177.904), same locality, Asplenium-forest, 12.1993, AP; 1♂ (MRAC, 
201.769), Madagascar, Tamatave, Foulpointe, forest on clay, 07.1994, AP; 1♀ 
(MRAC, 200.225), same locality and habitat, 12.1993, AP; 1♂ (MRAC, 205.810), 
same locality, yellow trap on upper beach margin, under Scaevola taccata, 11.1995, 
AP; 1♂ (MRAC, 200.064), Madagascar, Foulpointe, sea shore forest, sieving litter, 
11.1993, AP. 

Diagnosis. Compared to all the described species of Microbianor (see Logunov 2000), 
M. deltshevi sp. n. diff ers in having a straight embolus (Fig. 20) and dark brown femora 
and tarsi I (Fig. 17) in males and the complete absence of fossae in females (Fig. 22).

http://zoobank.org/?lsid=urn:lsid:zoobank.org:act:E288919E-AAEB-4237-BFC4-E9900F426B6C
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Etymology. Th e new species is dedicated to Prof Christo Deltshev (Bulgaria), for 
his life-long dedication to, and eff ective work on, spiders, and on the occasion of his 
70th anniversary.

Distribution. NE part of Madagascar (Tamatave).
Description. Male (the holotype). Measurements. Carapace 1.08 long, 1.08 

wide, 0.63 high at PLE. Ocular area 0.80 long, 0.90 wide anteriorly and 1.08 wide 
posteriorly. Diameter of AME 0.29. Abdomen 1.05 long, 0.95 wide. Cheliceral length 
0.43. Clypeal height 0.07. Length of leg segments: leg I- 0.85+0.55+0.58+0.33+0.30; 
leg II- 0.50+0.33+0.29+0.28+0.26; leg III- 0.65+0.28+0.25+0.30+0.26; leg IV- 
0.63+0.26+0.29+0.35+0.28. Leg spination. Leg I: Tb v 2-2; Mt v 2-2ap. Leg II: 
Fm d 1ap; Tb pr 0-1-0, v 1-1; Mt v 2-2ap. Leg III: Fm d 1ap; Tb pr and rt 0-1-
0, v 1ap; Mt pr and rt 1ap, v 1-2ap. Leg IV: Fm d 1ap; remaining segments with 
no spines. Colouration. Carapace russet, shining with sparse white elongated scales 
(Figs 15-16). Eye fi eld darker (brown), with black around eyes. Clypeus russet, with 

Figures 15-19. Microbianor deltshevi sp. n., male holotype (15-17) and female paratype (18-19). 
15 male general appearance, dorsal view 16 ditto, lateral view 17 male left leg I, lateral view 18 female 
general appearance, dorsal view 19 ditto, lateral view. (scale bars: 0.5 mm).
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sparse black hairs. Sternum, labium, maxillae and chelicerae yellowish, tinged with 
red. Abdomen yellow-grey; dorsum completely covered with brownish scutum (Fig. 
15), without marked colour pattern or with a poorly marked narrow transverse 
white stripe. Book-lung covers yellowish, spinnerets grey brownish (sometimes dark 
brown). Leg I (Fig. 17): Fm and Tr dark brown (almost black), Pt, Tb and Mt yel-
low; Fm dorsally and Pt & Tb ventrally with a row of black bristles. Legs II-IV yel-
low, with brown rings at segment joints (Fig. 16). Palps yellowish brownish; palpal 
structure as in Figs 20-21.

Female (the paratype, sample 200.164). Measurements. Carapace 1.25 
long, 1.10 wide, 0.63 high at PLE. Ocular area 0.85 long, 0.90 wide anteri-
orly and 1.13 wide posteriorly. Diameter of AME 0.29. Abdomen 1.48 long, 
1.13 wide. Cheliceral length 0.68. Clypeal height 0.06. Length of leg segments: 
leg I- 0.73+0.35+0.40+0.33+0.25; leg II- 0.55+0.35+0.28+0.28+0.25; leg III- 
0.65+0.33+0.25+0.30+0.25; leg IV- 0.65+0.31+0.35+0.38+0.28. Leg spination. 
Leg I: Tb v 2-2; Mt v 2-2ap. Leg II: Tb pr 0-1-0, v 1-1ap; Mt v 2-2ap. Leg III: Tb v 
1ap; Mt 3ap. Leg IV: no spines. Colouration as in the male (Figs 18-19), but paler 
and diff ers as follows: no scutum on dorsum; the colouration of legs I is similar to 
the other legs: all femora slightly darker (brown) than remaining segments, which 
are yellow with brown rings at segment joints; palps brownish yellowish, with brown 
tarsi. Epigyne and spermathecae as in Figs 22-23.

Figures 20-23. Microbianor deltshevi sp. n., paratypes 20 left male palp, ventral view 21 ditto, retro-
lateral view 22 epigyne, ventral view 23 spermathecae, dorsal view. (scale bars: 0.1 mm).
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Microbianor madagascarensis sp. n.
urn:lsid:zoobank.org:act:E2D1B206-EE41-4362-A68E-A90F0D4B9563
Figs 24-32

Type material. Holotype. ♂ (MRAC, 200.164; Figs 24-26, 29-30), Madagascar, 
Foulpointe, lagoon forest, yellow trap, 10.1993, AP.

Paratypes. MADAGASCAR: 2♂3♀ (MRAC, 200.164; Figs 27-28, 31-32), 
together with the holotype; 1♂1♀ (MRAC, 177.809, 206.057), same locality, 
10-11.1993, AP; 1♂ (MRAC, 200.355), same locality, forest on sand, sieving lit-
ter, 2.12.1993, AP; 1♀ (MRAC, 206.921), same locality, forest of red soil, in litter, 
11.1994, AP; 1♀ (MRAC, 201.407), Madagascar, Tamatave, Foulpointe, grassy veg-
etation near sea water, 10.1994, AP; 1♂1♀ (MRAC, 201.209), same locality, forest 
on clay, 08.1994, AP; 2♀ (MRAC, 200.390), Foulpointe, Filao-plantation on sea 
shore, sieving litter, 11.1993, AP; 1♀ (MRAC, 206.035), Madagascar, Ranomafana, 
15.03.1994, AP.

Figures 24-28. Microbianor madagascarensis sp. n., male holotype (24-26) and female paratype (27-28). 
24 male general appearance, dorsal view 25 ditto, lateral view 26 male right leg I, lateral view 27 female 
general appearance, dorsal view 28 ditto, lateral view. (scale bars: 0.5 mm).
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Diagnosis. Compared to all the described species of Microbianor (see Logunov 
2000), M. madagascarensis sp. n. diff ers in having the best-developed and most clearly 
observable fossae in females (Fig. 31; in the rest of Microbianor species the fossae are 
undeveloped or poorly marked). By conformation of their palp, males of M. mada-
gascarensis sp. n. are similar to those of M. nigritarsis (cf. Logunov 2000: fi gs 11-12), 
from which they can be distinguished by yellow tarsi tinged with brown in their basal 
halves (Fig. 26; black in M. nigritarsis). Females of both species are quite distinct in 
the conformation of their epigyne and spermathecae (cf. Figs 31-32 and fi gs 18-20 in 
Logunov 2000).

Etymology. Th e new species is named after the area of its occurrence, Madagascar.
Distribution. NE region of Madagascar (Tamatave and Ranomafana).
Description. Male (the holotype). Measurements. Carapace 1.33 long, 1.15 

wide, 0.70 high at PLE. Ocular area 0.98 long, 1.03 wide anteriorly and 1.18 wide 
posteriorly. Diameter of AME 0.35. Abdomen 1.28 long, 0.95 wide. Cheliceral length 
0.45. Clypeal height 0.05. Length of leg segments: leg I- 0.93+0.50+0.65+0.48+0.50; 
leg II- 0.60+0.36+0.33+0.33+0.26; leg III- 0.68+0.35+0.31+0.38+0.30; leg IV- 
0.70+0.35+0.38+0.45+0.33. Leg spination. Leg I: Tb v 1-2-2ap; Mt v 2-2ap. Leg 
II: Fm d 1ap; Tb pr 0-1, v 1-1; Mt v 2-2ap. Leg III: Fm d 2ap; Tb pr and rt 0-1-0, 
v 1ap; Mt pr, rt and v 1ap. Leg IV: Fm d 1ap; Tb rt 0-1-0; Mt rt 1ap. Colouration. 
Carapace russet, shining, with black around eyes; eye fi eld of the same colour as the 

Figures 29-32. Microbianor madagascarensis sp. n., male holotype (29-30) and female paratype (31-32). 
29 left male palp, ventral view 30 ditto, retro-lateral view 31 epigyne, ventral view 32 spermathecae, 
dorsal view. (scale bars: 0.1 mm).
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rest of carapace (Figs 24-25). Clypeus russet, with sparse long white hairs forming 
a triangle and overhanging the chelicerae. Sternum yellowish-brownish. Maxillae, 
labium and chelicerae russet. Abdomen greyish-yellowish; dorsum, entirely covered 
with brownish shining scutum and with a pair of transverse white spots (sometimes 
poorly marked; Fig. 24). Book-lung covers and spinnerets yellow, slightly tinged with 
brown. All legs yellow, with no brown rings, but tibiae I and the basal half of tarsi 
I brownish (Fig. 26). Palps yellow to brownish, but cymbium always yellow; palpal 
structure as in Figs 29-30.

Female. (the paratype, sample 200.164). Measurements. Carapace 1.38 long, 1.15 
wide, 0.65 high at PLE. Ocular area 0.93 long, 1.00 wide anteriorly and 1.16 wide 
posteriorly. Diameter of AME 0.34. Abdomen 1.55 long, 1.10 wide. Cheliceral length 
0.43. Clypeal height 0.05. Length of leg segments: leg I- 0.78+0.40+0.48+0.35+0.30; 
leg II- 0.58+0.36+0.31+0.33+0.29; leg III- 0.65+0.29+0.33+0.38+0.28; leg IV- 
0.75+0.30+0.40+0.48+0.33. Leg spination. Leg I: Tb v 1-2-2; Mt v 2-2ap. Leg II: 
Tb pr 0-1-0, v 1-1ap; Mt v 2-2ap. Leg III: Tb pr and rt 0-1-0, v 1ap; Mt pr, rt and v 
1ap. Leg IV: no spines. Colouration as in the male (Figs 27-28), but diff ers as follows: 
no scutum on dorsum; book-lung covers and spinnerets yellow; palps yellow; tibiae I 
brownish. Epigyne and spermathecae as in Figs 31-32.

Modunda Simon, 1901

Th is is a very small genus consisting of two valid species, of which one (M. aeneiceps) 
remains known only from the type locality (Sri Lanka: Colombo). Th e second species 
mentioned below is a widespread Afrotropical species.

Modunda staintoni (O. Pickard-Cambridge, 1872)

Identifi cation. Logunov (2001: fi gs 347-366); Wesołowska and van Harten (2007: 
fi gs 118-123, pl. 20-21); Wesołowska and Tomasiewicz (2008: fi gs 102-106).

Material examined. BOTSWANA: 2♂2♀ (BMNH), Maun, R. Th amalakane, 
grassland (on ground layer), 3.03.1976, ARS; 1♂ (BMNH), same locality, swept 
Setaria grassland, 2.01.1977, ARS; 1♀ (BMNH), same locality and habitat, 
24.07.1977, ARS; 3♀ (BMNH), same locality, in grass tufts, 2-17.03.1976, ARS; 
2♂ (BMNH), same locality, in Vossia swamp, 26.02.1976, F. Wanless & ARS; 
2♀ (BMNH), Okavango, Moremi South Gate, grassland, 14.03.1977, ARS; 1♀ 
(BMNH), Okavango, Moremi Game Reserve, Mboma lagoon, in Hyparrhenia 
grassland, 30.06.1977, ARS.

Comments. Th is is a rather common species distributed from Botswana (present 
data), north-eastward throughout Ethiopia, the Arabian Peninsula (Wesołowska and 
van Harten 2007; Wesołowska and Tomasiewicz 2008) and the Near East (Prószyński 
2003), to Afghanistan and Punjab in NW India (Logunov 2001).
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Neaetha Simon, 1884

Th is is a relatively small genus consisting of 7 valid species that are known exclusively 
from the Mediterranean and Africa (Table 1). Five additional species names are of un-
certain taxonomic status (Table 2). A new record of a Neaetha species given below has 
extended the distribution of the genus as far south as Botswana. 

Neaetha oculata (O. Pickard-Cambridge, 1876)

Identifi cation. Logunov (1996: fi gs 18-23).
Material examined. BOTSWANA: 14♂5♀ (BMNH), Okavango, Shorobe la-

goon, grasslan  d (pitfall traps), 24.06.1975, ARS.
Comments. Th is is the fi rst record of N. oculata from southern Africa. To date 

the species was known from the Eastern Mediterranean, Egypt and the Arabian Pe-
ninsula (Wesołowska and van Harten 1994; Logunov 1996). Th e species N. irrep-
erta Wesołowska et Russell-Smith, 2000, described recently from Tanzania, displays a 
strong similarity to N. oculata. On the basis of published accounts of both species, it is 
impossible to decide whether they are conspecifi c or not. Th e matter requires further 
attention in the future.

Sibianor Logunov, 2001

Th is genus, with its 15 described species, is almost entirely confi ned to the Palaearctic 
and Afrotropical Regions (Table 1). Th e only exception is S. aemulus (Gertsch, 1934), 
known from the Nearctic Region (Canada and USA; Ubick et al. 2005). A new species 
described below is one of the three species known to date from tropical Africa. It is safe 
to assume that the real diversity of the Afrotropical species remains largely undescribed.

Sibianor anansii, sp. n.
urn:lsid:zoobank.org:act:7F5F2E38-53FF-4CAC-822E-3C04ACCA28D2
Figs 33-41

Type material. Holotype. ♂ (BMNH; Figs 33-35, 38-39) from Botswana, Okavango, 
Moremi G.R., Mboma lagoon, in Hyparrhenia grassland, 13.08.1977, ARS.

Paratypes. BOTSWANA: 1♀ (BMNH; Figs 36-37, 40-41), together with the 
holotype.

Diagnosis. Of the African species of Sibianor, the new species is most similar to S. 
victoriae (cf. Logunov 2001: fi gs 292, 293), described from a single male from Kenya. 
S. anansii sp. n. diff ers in having a wider tibial apophysis, which is also of a diff erent 
shape (Fig. 39). Th e female of S. anansii sp. n. diff ers from all the known Sibianor 
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species in having longer insemination ducts (Fig. 41). Besides, the entire body of both 
sexes of S. anansii sp. n. is covered with white scales (Figs 33-17), which is not the case 
of S. victoriae (see Logunov 2001: p. 276). 

Etymology. Th e new species is dedicated to the spider Anansi, a popular fi gure in 
the folklore of West Africa (the Ashanti of Ghana), appearing as a cunning trickster 
and the King of all Stories.

Distribution. Th e type locality only. 
Description. Male (the holotype). Measurements. Carapace 1.25 long, 1.00 wide, 

0.58 high at PLE. Ocular area 0.78 long, 0.85 wide anteriorly and 1.04 wide pos-
teriorly. Diameter of AME 0.29. Abdomen 1.25 long, 1.08 wide. Cheliceral length 
0.38. Clypeal height 0.10. Length of leg segments: leg I- 0.70+0.40+0.55+0.35+0.28; 
leg II- 0.50+0.31+0.28+0.28+0.25; leg III- 0.59+0.33+0.28+0.30+0.30; leg IV- 

Figures 33-37. Sibianor anansii sp. n., male holotype (33-35) and female paratype (36-37). 33 male 
general appearance, dorsal view 34 ditto, lateral view 35 male left leg I, lateral view 36 female general 
appearance, lateral view 37 female abdomen, dorsal view. (scale bars: 1 mm).
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0.73+0.33+0.33+0.38+0.33. Leg spination. Leg I: Tb v 1-2; Mt v 2-2ap. Leg II: Fm d 
1ap; Tb v 1-1; Mt v 2-2ap. Leg III: Fm d 1ap; Tb pr 0-1-0, v 1ap; Mt pr and rt 2ap, v 
1ap. Leg IV: Fm d 1ap; Mt pr and rt 1ap. Colouration. Carapace light brown, evenly 
covered with adpressed white scales (Fig. 33); black around eyes. Clypeus light brown, 
covered with white scales and hairs, overhanging the chelicerae. Sternum, labium and 
chelicerae light brown. Abdomen grey-brownish, dorsum completely covered with scu-
tum; entire abdomen evenly covered with white adpressed scales (Figs 33-34). Book-
lung covers and spinnerets light brown. Legs I stronger than others, brown with yellow 
Mt and Tr, and with fringes of black bristles on Pt, Tb and ventral sides of Fm (Fig. 
35). Legs II-IV yellow, with brownish Fm and brown rings at segment joints (Fig. 34). 
Palps yellow; palpal structure as in Figs 38-39.

Female (the paratype). Measurements. Carapace 1.27 long, 1.05 wide, 0.60 
high at PLE. Ocular area 0.83 long, 0.85 wide anteriorly and 1.10 wide posterior-
ly. Diameter of AME 0.26. Abdomen 1.75 long, 1.25 wide. Cheliceral length 0.50. 
Clypeal height 0.08. Length of leg segments: leg I- 0.63+0.35+0.38+0.33+0.25; 
leg II- 0.48+0.33+0.25+0.28+0.24; leg III- 0.63+0.33+0.30+0.33+0.29; leg IV- 
0.68+0.30+0.38+0.43+0.30. Leg spination. Leg I: Tb v 1-2; Mt v 2-2ap. Leg II: Tb v 
1-1; Mt v 2-2ap. Leg III: Tb v 1ap; Mt pr 1ap. Leg IV: no spines. Colouration as in the 
male (Figs 36-37), but diff ers as follows: all legs yellow, with brown Fm and brownish 
rings at segment joints; no scutum on dorsum; palps: Fm brown, remaining segments 
yellow. Epigyne and spermathecae as in Figs 40-41.

Figures 38-41. Sibianor anansii sp. n., male holotype (38-39) and female paratype (40-41). 38 left 
male palp, ventral view 39 ditto, retro-lateral view 40 epigyne, ventral view 41 spermathecae, dorsal view. 
(scale bars: 0.1 mm).
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Sibianor kenyaensis Logunov, 2001
Figs 42-44

Identifi cation. Logunov (2001: fi gs 292, 293).
Material examined. BOTSWANA: 1♂ (BMNH), Okavango, Maxwee, Mopane 

woodland (pitfall traps), 21.11.1975, ARS.
Comments. Th is is the fi rst record of S. kenyaensis following its original descrip-

tion and a new record outside the type locality (Kenya: Kilifi ).

Figures 42-44. Sibianor kenyaensis Logunov, 2001, male from Botswana. 42 general appearance, dorsal 
view 43 ditto, lateral view 44 clypeus and chelicerae, front view. (scale bars: 1 mm).
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Discussion

At present, 57 recognized species from seven genera are included in the group Har-
mochireae (Table 1). Of these, 20 species are known only from their respective type 
localities, and a few remain unrevised and/or of uncertain taxonomic status. An ad-
ditional 17 species names are excluded from the list of valid names for various reasons 
(see Table 2).

Of the Neotropical genera of the Pelleninae, Havaika Prószyński, 1992, an endemic 
genus to the Hawaiian Archipelago, is rather similar to members of Harmochireae in 
the conformation of its copulatory organs, especially in the thin, whip-shaped embolus 
(see Prószyński 2008: fi gs 21-36). Yet, according to the available molecular phylogeny 
of Salticidae (Maddison and Hedin 2003: fi g. 5; Maddison et al. 2008: fi g. 9), within 
the Pelleninae, Havaika is closer to Pellenes Simon, 1876 and Habronattus F. O. Pickard-
Cambridge, 1901 than to Bianor and Sibianor, i.e. it does not belong with the group 
Harmochireae as it is currently diagnosed (see Introduction, and Logunov 2001).

Harmochireae is predominantly an Old-World group, as over 90% of its described 
species are restricted to the Palaearctic, Ethiopian or Oriental Regions (Table 3). In the 
Neotropics, the only described species is Bianor biocellosus, known from the type local-
ity in Brazil (‘le Para’; Logunov 2001: p. 234). A single species, Sibianor aemulus, has 
been described and recorded from the Nearctic Region (Logunov 2001; Ubick et al. 
2005). Yet, there are three Bianor species described from the Australian Region, includ-
ing New Zealand, but two of them (B. compactus and B. concolor) remain unrevised 
and known from the original descriptions and only from their type localities. Th e taxo-
nomic status of both of them is uncertain, as these names might be junior synonyms 
of B. maculatus. With the above four exceptions, the remaining Harmochireae species 
have only been recorded from the Old World.

Table 3. Number of described species of the Harmochireae in main zoogeographical regions*.

Genera Zoogeographical regions

Palaearctic Ethiopian** Oriental Australian** Nearctic Neotropic

Bianor 4 8 6 3 1
Harmochirus 2 1 5
Microbianor 5
Modunda 1 1 1
Napoca 1
Neaetha 5 2
Sibianor 10 3 1 1
Total 23 20 13 3 1 1

* Some species are distributed in several zoogeographical regions, therefore their presence has been count-
ed separately for each region.
** For simplicity, Madagascar was considered together with the Ethiopian (=Afrotropical) Region, and 
New Zealand with the Australian Region. Traditionally, both areas are treated as separate zoogeographic 
regions (e.g., Kryzhanovski 2002: map 1).
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Within the Old World, the Palaearctic and Ethiopian regions contain a similar 
number of recorded species and genera: 23 vs. 20 species and fi ve vs. six genera, re-
spectively. Four genera (Bianor, Harmochirus, Modunda and Sibianor) have their 
representatives in all three zoogeographic regions of the Old World. Of these gen-
era, Modunda is represented by a single widespread species M. staintoni, distributed 
throughout Africa from Botswana, north-eastward to Afghanistan and Punjab. Five of 
the six described species of Harmochirus are confi ned to the Oriental Region. Th e only 
widespread Afrotropical species is H. luculentus. Th e genus Sibianor is most diverse in 
the Palaearctic Region, with 10 of its 15 species recorded there. All Sibianor species 
have recently either been revised or been described (Logunov 2001; Zhu et Song 2001, 
etc.), therefore to date the species composition of Sibianor seems to be the most reli-
able in terms of taxonomy. Th e genus displays a clear modern centre of diversity in the 
Manchurian area, to which at least six species are confi ned. Bianor is the most common 
genus of Harmochireae in the Ethiopian and Oriental regions. In the Palaearctics, the 
only known, widespread species is B. albobimaculatus, confi ned to southern regions 
below the 40-45° latitude.

Two genera display a rather limited distribution. Napoca is a monotypic genus 
known to date only from Israel. All the species of Microbianor have been described 
from islands in the Indian Ocean, but new fi ndings from Sri Lanka and India are pos-
sible as has been discussed above (p. 276). 
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Addendum

While the present work was in press, I received a copy of the large faunal-taxonomic 
paper by Wesołowska and Haddad (2009) on the Salticidae of the Ndumo Game Re-
serve in South Africa. Th eir list contains 72 species in 38 genera and includes three spe-
cies of the group Harmochireae: Bianor eximius Wesołowska et Haddad, 2009 (new; 
after a single ♀), Harmochirus luculentus and Modunda staintoni.

Reasoning from the small size (2.9 mm long) and the slightly swollen femora I, Bi-
anor eximius is more likely to belong in Sibianor rather than Bianor. Re-examination of 
the ♀ holotype will be required to confi rm this. Th e records of Harmochirus luculentus 
are well in agreement with our records of this species from Botswana and South Africa. 

Wesołowska and Haddad (2009: p. 58) suspected that their record of Modunda 
staintoni might have resulted from a human introduction or that it may belong to a 
new species. However, our records of this species from Botswana (based on both sexes) 
support the idea that this is a widespread Afrotropical – South Palaearctic species rather 
than an introduced one.


